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Kitchen-Dining Hall at Camp Beaverfork
   On the cover of this month’s VISION is the architect’s conceptual drawing of the proposed kitchen/dining hall 
at Camp Beaverfork.   Located on the site of the current facility, the new building will house a code-complient 
kitchen, 200-seat dining hall with an outside deck for overflow, and office space.  ASM Director Brian Kesterson 
and Executive Director David Taylor will be sharing about the facility and the fundraising as they visit churches 
and district meetings in the coming months.
   If you would like to know how your church or church members can be a part of the fundraising project, just 
contact Brian at 870.267.3074, or brobrian@prodigy.net.



ARKANSAS STATE ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
GRANT APPLICATION FORM

 Applying Organization:

     Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

     Address: ____________________________________________________________________

     City / State / Zip:  _______________________________________________________________

     Contact: ______________________________________________________________________

 Amount Requested:  $ ___________________________________________________________

 Object / Purpose:

 ______________________________________________________________________________
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 Organization’s Connection to Arkansas State Association of Free Will Baptists:
 _____________________________________________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 Signature:

 (Name & position)

 [PLEASE SEE AND REFER TO THE GRANT GUIDELINES FOR FULL AND COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS  
ON SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATION.]

Grant Guidelines and Complete Instructions can be found on the State Website: 
www.arfwb.org. 

On the Home page, click on Our Ministries, then State Office. Scroll down until you see 
the ARFWB Grant info, and click on it to open. 



ARFWB Nomination Schedule
for 

May 18-19, 2020
State Meeting

Term Ending      Currently     Nomination 
 

 Executive Board 
2023 Ricky Rauls  ____________________

  Mark Stripling  ____________________

 Mission Board
 2023 Jared Higgenbotham*   ____________________
  Scott Warren  ____________________
   

 Arkansas Student Ministries Board
 2023 BJ Duval  ____________________
  Ben Gibson*  ____________________

 Term Ending      Currently     Nomination 
 

 Christian Education Board
 2023 Jonathan McEntire ____________________
  Danny O’Neal*  ____________________

  Randall University Trustee
 2022 Jason Nichols  ____________________

 FWB Family Ministries Trustee
 20__-__ Wendell Leckbee ____________________

State Officers
 Position   Currently  Nomination 
 
 Moderator  Tim Landers   ____________________
 Asst. Moderator Kevin Barnett  ____________________
 Clerk   Wendell Leckbee ____________________
 Asst. Clerk  Jimmy Williams ____________________

*ineligible for re-election (end of second term).

IMPORTANT: 
 Send your nominations to the Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Danny O’Neal, at:

Wereitnot4grace@yahoo.com
or

4784 West Oldham Drive
Fayetteville, AR 72704





Robert G. Thompson Elected as Tenth 
President of Randall University 
   

   On October 8, 2019, the Board of Trustees of Randall University 
unanimously elected Reverend Robert G. Thompson as the next Pres-
ident of Randall University. Robert ‘Bob’ Thompson, who has served 
as Randall’s Vice President for Institutional Advancement for over 18 
years, will begin his term as President effective January 1, 2020. Bob 
succeeds Dr. Timothy W. Eaton, who has agreed to serve as Chancel-
lor of Randall University.

   In expressing his thanks to the Board, President-Elect Thompson 
said, “With the help of God, I will do my best to fulfill the mission of 
Randall University.”

   Bob Thompson, a third-generation Free Will Baptist, is the son of 
Rev. Bailey and Barbara Thompson. He has been married to Carol 
Christian Thompson for 47 years. They met when they were both 
students at Randall University (then Oklahoma Bible College). The 
Thompsons have three children—Christina, Cory, and Craig—as well 
as six grandchildren.

   Over his years of ministry, Bob has pastored churches in Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. Before joining 
the administration of Randall, he served as the Director of the Arkansas State Youth Camp. Bob has been active 
among Free Will Baptists by serving in numerous leadership positions at the district, state, and national levels. He 
is currently serving as a member of the Foundation Board for the National Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc.

   Rev. Bobby Alexander has faithfully preached the gospel of Christ for 
the last 50 years.  Along with his wife, Jane, Bro. Alexander pastored 
for six years in Louisiana, but the bulk of his ministry was in and to 
churches in Arkansas.  He has the heart of an evangelist, and in addition 
to pastoring, Bobby has preached in revival services all over the state of 
Arkansas, and beyond.  Since his retirement from pastoral ministry, Bro. 
Bobby and Sis. Jane have been active members of the Union Grove Free 
Will Baptist Church, where they are a great encouragement and exam-
ple to their pastor and church family.

   The Union Grove Church will honor Rev. Bobby Alexander’s half-cen-
tury of service to Christ and his Church with a  special service on Sun-
day, December 1.  Bro. Bobby will preach in the morning service, which 
begins at 10:45am, and a reception in his honor will follow the morning 
service.  All are invited to attend.

Union Grove FWB Church to Honor Minister

Pulpit Filled
    Steve Trail to New Bethel FWB Church, Melbourne



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Coming Events

    Nov 3 Daylight Savings Time Ends
    Nov 24 North American Ministries Offering  
  Sunday 
    Dec 9-10 NAFWB Leadership Conference,  
  Nashville, TN
    Dec 25 Christmas Day
    Jan 1  Happy New Year 2020!
    Feb 6-8 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat

Pulpit Vacancies

The following churches are searching for a pastor:

First FWB Church, Greenwood
First FWB Church, Jonesboro

Pine Hill FWB Church, Star City
Warm Springs FWB Church, Warm Springs

Weaver’s Chapel FWB Church, Batesville

November 24, 2019

What will you give to help share the 
gospel?



First FWB Star City...Backpacks
   First Free Will Baptist in Star City had their annual 
“Bless the Backpack” Service on Sunday evening, August 
11th. Youth of all ages brought their school backpacks, 
placing them on the altar.  Each year the church has a 
special prayer service for all their youth, teachers, and 
school board members before the school year begins.   
   Preschool, Elementary, Middle School, High School 
and College youth were called by their school grade 
and each youth was given a backpack tag with a special 
Bible verse to help them throughout the school year. 
32 kids were present. Our church made sure the youth 
would be prayed for throughout the year and that the 
members of the church were there for them anytime 
they needed help, prayer, 
or assistance.  They were 
encouraged to be proud to be a 
Christian youth and be a light 
to their school.    
   



2019 Leadership Conference “Turning the Page”
   The 2019 Free Will Baptist Leadership Conference returns to Nashville Airport Marriott December 9-10. Pastors 
and church leaders from across the country will gather to explore the theme, “Turning the Page,” according to Ryan 
Lewis, conference organizer. Keynote sessions will feature recently retired Executive Secretary Keith Burden and 
his successor, Dr. Eddie Moody. The two leaders will assess the denomination’s past successes, present challenges, 
and future potential.

   Tuesday morning training seminars will feature a third keynote speaker. Dr. Gordon Penfold will present The 
State of the Church in America, How to “Make” Change, and Vision Basics. Penfold has served four churches and two 
interim pastorates over 37 years of pastoring and recently stepped down as lead pastor of First Baptist Church, a 
multi-ethnic congregation in Holyoke, Colorado. 

   In 2006, Dr. Penfold became director of Fresh Start Ministries, focused on bringing health and vitality to pla-
teaued, declining, and conflicted congregations. Recently, Dr. Penfold and Gary McIntosh developed Turnaround 
Pastor, an organization to equip struggling pastors with tools to transform stagnant churches.

   The two-day conference provides more than training. Attendees will enjoy banquet-styled meals, music provided 
by Welch College, and free time Tuesday afternoon for sightseeing in Nashville. A number of national boards and 
committees also will meet in conjunction with the conference.

   “As our denominational enters a transitional phase,” notes conference director Ryan Lewis, “we need to be encour-
aged to remain unified as we work to equip strong pastors and churches that will push us forward.”

   Visit 2019 Leadership Conference for more information, registration, and hotel reservation information.

   Registration for the conference is $199 and includes four meals, three refreshment breaks and all conference 
materials.

   Hotel reservations can be made at the Nashville Airport Marriott. Rooms are $149 per night plus tax and in-
clude parking and complimentary WiFi.

Register Online 

https://nafwb.org/site/leadershipconference/
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1569863395133&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://nafwb.org/site/2019-leadership-conference-registration/


Piano for Sale
   With the closing of the Hatfield 
Free Will Baptist Church, and the 
sale of the property, the church’s 
grand piano has become available.
   If you are interested in looking at 
the piano (currently in storage in 
Little Rock), please contact the State 
Office. 

sssssssssssssssss

Letter from the Culwells (Japan)



State Minister’s Retreat       by Danny O’Neal
   This year’s Minister’s Retreat in Hot Springs was refreshing, relaxing, full of rest, and challenging.  Dr. Barry 
Raper (Welch College) did an outstanding job following the Holy Spirit’s leading.  He spoke about how sink holes 
are very much like our spiritual health.  Things may lood good but suddenly, the hole appears.  It was eroding from 
underneath the whole time.
   Dr. Raper spoke about discouragement; the source of our discouragement and the sources of it--sometimes 
we are the source. In session 3, he touched on evangelism, while in session 4 he spoke on discipleship.  Howard 
Hendricks said, “Every man needs a Paul, Barnabas, and a Timothy.”  We need someone to teach us, someone to 
encourage us, and someone we can teach to imitate Christ.
    Thirty-four men attended this year’s retreat, with several first-time attendees.  Mark you calendar for September 
21-23, 2020 for next year’s retreat.  Invite someone to come along, the fellowship is worth the time.  Next year’s 
location will be the Comfort Suites in Hot Springs; and the speaker will be Pastor Christian Powell, Faith FWB 
Church, Goldsboro, NC.



Arkansas Christian Education Board 

Scholarship Program 

Mission 

The mission of the Scholarship Program is to promote Higher Education among Arkansas Free Will Baptist students 
– both in Graduate and Undergraduate programs and to promote increased involvement of Arkansas Free Will 
Baptist students in attendance of a Free Will Baptist College. 

Undergraduate Eligibility Requirements 

The student shall…. 

1. Be a member and maintain membership in good standing in an Arkansas Free Will Baptist Church. 
2. Maintain a minimum of 2.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale. 
3. Be enrolled in a Free Will Baptist College. 
4. Be enrolled as a full time student maintaining a minimum of 12 hours per semester. 

Graduate Eligibility Requirements 

The student shall…. 

1. Be a member and maintain membership in good standing in an Arkansas Free Will Baptist Church. 
2. Maintain a minimum of 2.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale. 
3. Maintain a minimum of “part-time” status enrolled in at least 2 courses per semester or a combined total of 

4 courses per year. 
4. Be enrolled in an approved, accredited seminary. 

Income Source & Plan 

The Scholarship Fund shall be funded by the Christian Education Board with a specific amount established each 
year with the adoption of the annual budget. 

Administration and Disbursement 

1. The scholarship program will be administered by the Christian Education Board of Arkansas Free Will 
Baptists. 

2. Disbursement of funds will be by the State Office in conjunction with the approval of the Christian 
Education Board. 

3. Applications are due in the State Office no later than February 28th.  Recipients will be announced at the 
State Meeting in May. 

4. In addition to the application, the student must submit a reference letter, a testimony and statement of need. 

Awards 

1. The scholarship award will be payable to the educational institution. 
2. Scholarship award will be for one (1) year and recipient must re-apply for each year of eligibility. 
3. Scholarship will be limited to five (5) years of undergraduate work and three (3) years of graduate work. 
4. Members of the Christian Education Board are not eligible to receive scholarships. 
5. The recipient of the scholarship agrees to repay the funds which he/she receives from this scholarship if 

he/she fails to have an active ministry in a Free Will Baptist Church for five (5) years after completing 
his/her course of study. 

 

 

“Educating and edifying Arkansas Free Will Baptists for the furtherance of the Gospel" 



Scholarship	  Application	  
Christian	  Education	  Board	  
Arkansas	  State	  Association	  of	  Free	  Will	  Baptists	  

Name______________________________________________________________	  
Address_____________________________________________________________	  
City________________________________________________________________	  
State_____________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Zip_____________________________	  
Phone	  (________)__________________	  	  	  	  Email____________________________	  
Date	  of	  Birth_________________________________________________________	  

Information	  of	  Arkansas	  Church	  where	  you	  are	  a	  member….	  
Church	  Name_________________________________________________________	  
Church	  Address________________________________________________________	  
Church	  City____________________________	  State____________	  Zip____________	  
Pastor’s	  Name_________________________________________________________	  
Date	  graduated	  from	  High	  School__________________________________________	  
Name	  of	  High	  School____________________________________________________	  
Name	  of	  School	  you	  will	  be	  attending_______________________________________	  
Semester	  attending	  	  	  	  	  _________	  Fall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _________Summer	  	  	  	  	  	  _________Spring	  
Are	  you	  pursuing	  an	  Undergraduate	  degree?	  _______________	  	  	  
If	  yes,	  what	  degree?_____________________________________________________	  
Are	  you	  pursuing	  a	  Graduate	  level	  degree?_____________	  
If	  yes,	  what	  degree______________________________________________________	  
Last	  semester	  grade	  point	  average	  (high	  school	  or	  college)______________________	  
You	  will	  be	  enrolling	  as	  a:	  (circle	  one)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Freshman	  	  	  	  	  Sophomore	  	  	  	  	  Junior	  	  	  	  Senior	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Graduate	  Student	  

Please	  list	  two	  references….	  

Name_____________________________	  
Address____________________________	  
City_________________	  St_____	  Zip_____	  
Phone	  (_____)_______________________	  

Agreement	  
I	  agree	  to	  repay	  the	  funds	  that	  I	  receive	  from	  the	  Arkansas	  Free	  Will	  Baptist	  Christian	  Education	  Scholarship	  if	  I	  fail	  to	  be	  active	  in	  a	  
Free	  Will	  Baptist	  church	  for	  five	  years	  after	  completing	  my	  course	  of	  study.	  I	  am	  enrolling	  in	  a	  Free	  Will	  Baptist	  College	  (or	  approved	  
Seminary	  if	  Graduate	  level)	  and	  understand	  the	  conditions	  for	  receiving	  scholarship	  funds	  and	  agree	  to	  those	  conditions.	  

________________________________	   	  ______________________________	   	  ________________	  
Signature	   	  	  	  	  Printed	  Name	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date	  

This	  application,	  along	  with	  a	  reference	  letter,	  testimony,	  and	  statement	  of	  need	  must	  be	  received	  in	  the	  
State	  Office	  by	  no	  later	  than	  February	  28th.	  NOTE:	  IF	  YOU	  ARE	  REAPPLYING	  YOU	  DO	  NOT	  HAVE	  TO	  SUPPLY	  
THE	  TESTIMONY	  OR	  STATEMENT	  OF	  NEED	  DOCUMENTS.	  YOU	  DO	  NEED	  THE	  REFENCE	  LETTER.	  
Mail	  applications	  to:	  
Arkansas	  Free	  Will	  Baptists,	  PO Box 2110 	  Conway,	  AR	  72033	  

“Educating	  and	  edifying	  Arkansas	  Free	  Will	  Baptists	  for	  the	  furtherance	  of	  the	  Gospel”	  

State	  Office	  Use	  Only	  
Date	  Received:_________	  
Signature:_____________	  

Name_____________________________	  
Address____________________________	  
City_________________	  St_____	  Zip_____	  
Phone	  (_____)_______________________	  
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Publication Data
 The VISION is published 6 times yearly (in print) by the Arkansas State Association 
of Free Will Baptists, Inc. Executive Director, David Taylor, is the editor. Subscription rates 
are $6.00 per subscription per year. The editors email is:

david@arfwb.org.
 Stories, articles, events, pictures are welcomed.  Submissions must be in by the 
5th of the month for the next month’s VISION.
 The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any articles submitted for 
publication. All printed articles represent the views of the authors and do not reflect the 
policy or position of Arkansas Free Will Baptists. 

The VISION & the 
State Website 

   Remember to check out the December issue of the 
VISION on the ARFWB State website (www.arfwb.
org).  The February, April, June, August, October and 
December online issues are in full color.
   Don’t miss out on news, events, and information, as 
well as promotions that are in these website issues of 
your monthly magazine.
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