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Journey Retreat 
   In August, several young adults met at Camp Beaverfork to attend the 2018 Journey Retreat.  This years speaker, Ron 
Davis, spoke about the understanding of our identity in Christ and gave the importance of being able to defend one’s 
personal faith.  Ron has been in ministry for twenty six years. During that time he has served as a Christian School educator, 
College Administrator, College Professor, Director of Student Life, and Associate Pastor.  Currently Ron serves as the 
Executive Pastor of Cramerton FWB Church in Cramerton NC.  Ron’s passion to work with and help develop young 
students, especially high school and college age, has opened up a new ministry for him as well.  Ron is the founder of Core 
Apologetics, a program designed through several devotional series and Q&A opportunities to continue to reach, encourage, 
and lead young students.  You can join the learning opportunities by checking out www.coreapologetics.com or search “Core 
Apologetics” on Facebook.  Mark your calendar for the next Journey Retreat August 2-3, 2019.     

AWAC Retreat
The Arkansas WAC Retreat was held on September 21-22 at Camp Beaverfork with 
125 in attendance.  The theme was “In Christ, I Am” from Psalms 139:14.  Before Fri-
day night’s service, the Saline District WAC ladies provided a wonderful meal--chicken 
casserole--that included a good time of fellowship.  Amy Morris, Shari Alexander, and 
Amanda Carter opened the service leading with some wonderful worship music.  Marla 
Nelson, Young’s Home Director, brought us greetings, thanking us for all that we do for 
the Young’s Home and the other two Arkansas homes for children.  Antioch District’s 
WAC entertained the women with a skit written by Samantha Williams entitled, “Just 
Another Women’s Meeting.”

Retreat speaker Amy Cowgill, of Rose Bud, spoke about who we are in Christ.  She 
shared that women are nurturing, merciful, and mediators.  She challenged the ladies 
to use these traits to further the kingdom and equip the saints in church, the work-
place, and with our families.  Following the service, Jana Ray led the young ladies (18 and under) in a craft time as they made 
thumb print necklaces out of clay.

Lisa Bowden led the Saturday morning icebreaker giving each lady a 
colored puzzle piece.  The ladies went to the station that matched their 
color and together completed the puzzle.  Each puzzle had a discussion 
scripture.  The verses were shared and discussed with everyone.  Debbie 
Stripling, of Family Ministries, gave an update of the Florence Critten-
ton Home, thanking everyone for their support.  A video was shared 
from Heath Hubbard, missionary to Japan, telling about a new church 
building they recently acquired.

After giving out door prizes provided by the Central District WAC and 
another time of worship in song, Amy Cowgill spoke about women who have influenced her life.  She encouraged the wom-
en to get in the word and live it.  She said that our families deserve our best, even our church family.  We should embody the 
word just as the women did that influenced her life.

Amy Morris then led a panel discussion regarding things that women face today.  
The panel, Shari Alexander, Amanda Carter, and Amy, shared their heart, their 
experiences, and their suggestions on things related to Christian women.  At the 
close of the panel, Lisa Bowden asked each lady to reflect on their insecurities that 
they wrote down on Friday night.  While music played, women began to come 
and give their insecurities and burdens to the Lord.  Special thanks to the Okla-

homa State WAC Officers for joining 
our retreat.



Arkansas Minister’s Retreat 
   Sixty men registered for this year’s Minister’s Retreat held September 24--26th at Lake DeGray State Park in Arkadelphia.  
A significant increase in registrations, along with remodeling at the resort, forced several attendees to stay at the Holiday Inn 
Express a few miles away in Caddo Valley.  
   This year’s speaker was Robert J. Morgan.  Cliff Preston led the music.
   The Christian Education Board hosts this annual retreat. Mark you calendar for the 2019 retreat, to be held September 
23-25th at Lake DeGray State Park resort.
   

    PILLARS VIII, Travis Alexander, Chairman Christian Education Board

   Many in our state may ask the question, “What is Pillars? and how will it benefit me?” Many of us are under the continual 
pressure of ministry, trying to prepare messages, juggling our calendars and so much more. It’s easy to say, “ I’ve got too 
much going on to add one more thing”.  May I say to us all, “myself also”... we need to be edified, spiritually stretched, and 
poured into ourselves. A vessel has two purposes. To receive, and to distribute. Pillars gives the opportunity for both at a state 
level, no...at a family level.  The official purpose of Pillars is to reinforce the application of theology (what we believe about 
God) to the everyday life of the believer.  
  PILLARS is open to all who are interested in delving into deeper theological waters on topics that lie at the core of our 
Christian beliefs.  Typically, four papers are presented that develop a theme or topic laid out for that gathering. This year we 
had one of our highest attended gatherings to date, with fantastic fellowship, and thought-provoking papers that are available 
on our state website. Two of the papers were presented by a couple of sharp young men: Devon Dundee and Daniel Young. 
I’m encouraged by this thoughtful and articulate group of younger preachers we have in our state. The future of Free Will 
Baptist looks good. Next year we want you to plan to be a part of this special time, it’s not just for Pastors, so bring your 
members and let others pour into you. 



2018 Leadership Conference to Focus on Effective Communication
   The 2018 Free Will Baptist Leadership Conference will return 
to Nashville Airport Marriott Hotel December 3-4. Pastors and 
church leaders across the denomination will explore the theme, 
“Communicating Effectively,” from church to print to digital.
   During keynote sessions, Robert J. Morgan, teaching pastor at The 
Donelson Fellowship in Nashville, Tennessee, will share principles 
for communicating effectively through preaching. Morgan has served 
The Donelson Fellowship for 35 years. He is a best-selling, Gold-
Medallion winning writer with more than 35 books in print and 
more than 4 million copies in circulation in multiple languages. He 
is a writer for Dr. David Jeremiah and Turning Points Magazine, 
has articles published in many leading Christian periodicals, and has 
appeared on numerous national television and radio shows. Rob and 
his wife Katrina have three daughters and 14 grandchildren. 

   On Tuesday morning, during a slate of seminar-styled sessions, Eric K. Thomsen, editor of ONE Magazine, will offer 
practical advice for communicating effectively in print. Media Commission member Daniel Edwards will unravel the mysteries 
of communicating effectively through technology, and Dr. Neil Gilliland, director of member care for IM, will offer advice for 
communicating effectively across generational lines.
   The two-day conference will offer more than training, with time for renewing friendships during banquet-styled meals, music 
provided by Welch College, and free time on Tuesday afternoon for sightseeing in Nashville. Additionally, several national 
boards will meet in conjunction with the conference.

   “Communication is changing, many times at a pace impossible to 
match,” notes conference planner Ryan Lewis. “As a denomination, our 
churches, pastors, and laypeople must work together to communicate 
our message clearly. This year’s theme emphasizes key mediums and 
methods to ensure we are able to communicate our most critical 
message effectively—the message of the gospel.”
   Registration for the conference is $199, and includes all conference 
materials, four meals, and three refreshment breaks. Hotel reservations 
can be made at the Nashville Airport Marriott for $145 plus tax.  
  Visit www.nafwb.org/leadershipconference for a schedule and more 
information.



This application is for the 2019-2020 academic year.

Note: go to www.arfwb.org, Chrisitan Education page for application guidelines.



Family Ministries Announce New CEO
  The Board of Directors has prayerfully and carefully chosen Jim McComas as the next 
Chief Executive Officer of Free Will Baptist Family Ministries. 
  Jim was born and raised in Northeast Ohio. He accepted Christ at the age of six, and 
surrendered to the call to the ministry at the early age of nine. He pastored Canaan Free 
Will Baptist Church in Creston, Ohio for twenty-one years, during which time he led them 
through a complete relocation of their campus while the church enjoyed steady and consistent growth. Jim was also involved 
in the community as well as the denomination, serving for many years on the Board of Directors of both the Wayne County 
Pregnancy Care Center and the Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists. 

 For the past nearly five years, Jim has worked as Director of Church Revitalization for Free Will 
Baptist North American Ministries. In this position, Jim has traveled literally across the country 
singing, teaching, and preaching in hundreds of Free Will Baptist Churches. 
 Jim has been married to his wife Beth for twenty-six years. They have two sons, Matthew and 
Aaron. (Aaron attends college in Nashville where he is pursuing a double major in political science 
and business administration. Matthew tragically passed away in 2017 at the age of twenty-three.)
 Family Ministries Board Chairman Noah Taylor states “We look forward to welcoming Bro. Jim 
and his wife Beth to the Family Ministries team. We are confident that his vision, leadership, and 
ability to connect with churches and leaders nationwide will be a great asset to Family Ministries 
for many years to come. We are excited about the future and what God has in store for Free Will 
Baptist Family Ministries.”
Rev. McComas commented “Beth and I are honored beyond words to have been offered this 
tremendous opportunity. Both as a Pastor and as a family, we have been supporters and fans of 

Family Ministries for many years. We are excited to build upon the great work that this ministry has done in the past, and 
believe that God has even greater things in store in the future. I have long said that Free Will Baptist Family Ministries is the 
best kept secret in our denomination, and I look forward to sharing its good work with friends across this country.”
 Jim’s formal introduction as CEO will come at the Tennessee State meeting in November. Jim will be fulfilling his 
obligations with North American Ministries over the next couple months, and then he and Beth will begin to make the 
transition to East Tennessee. Please continue to pray for them and the ministry during this exciting time.

			
			

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

2019 Winter Retreats 

Kids Retreat 
	

Teen Retreat 
	

February 22-23, 2019	

March 1-2, 2019	

2nd-6th Grade	

7th-12th Grade	

Registration begins at 5:30 p.m.  /  Cost is $35.00 per student	

Andy Haskins--Speaker	

Fawn Gibson--Worship	

Cliff Preston--Speaker	

Cliff Preston--Worship	



Downum Ordination 
   Steve Downum Sr. was ordained into the ministry at the Woodlawn FWB 
Church, Russellville on Saturday, June 9, 2018. The service was led  by Brother 
Jerry Burris.  Rachel Reed, Steve’s niece, sang “Peace in the Valley.”     
   Brother David Taylor gave the ordination message from First Timothy 4.  The 
charge was given by Brother David Downum, Steve’s brother. Steve and wife Vicki 
were surrounded by the ordained with prayer and laying on of hands.  
   Keep them in your prayers as they enter into a new phase of their ministry.  
Currently, Steve is filling in at various churches.

Elnora Homecoming 
   The Elnora FWB Church celebrated their 65th Homecoming on Sunday, August 19, 2018.  Pastor Gene Cullum led the 
congregation is a day of worship, fellowship, gospel singing, and, of course, a great lunch (No! he did none of the cooking!).  
   Brother Russell Hensley (Cotton Creek FWB Church, MO) preached the morning message, “Reasons for Celebrating,” 
using Naaman’s story in 2 Kings 5 as his text.  Following lunch, the afternoon special singers were the Russell Family.  

Cross Roads Baptisms 
   Sunday, August 26th was a special day at the Cross Roads FWB Church.  Pastor Ron Scott saw three baptized.  They 
were: Patricia Autry, Colton Carter, and Charlie Harper.  Charlie is the grandson of former pastor David Harper, who, 
along with his wife, Phyllis, were able to attend and baptize his  grandson, Charlie.
   All three of these, including Patricia who is also a grandmother, were a direct result of VBS!  Praise God for His amazing 
grace and work in hearts!



Available for Pulpit Supply: 

Kevin Haralson--479.747.5769
Jon Wiggs--501.593.3813

Max Gentry--479.471.6739
Bobby Shepherd--870.307.2603

Greig Caswell--501.472.9583
James Pruitt--501.837.2537
Steve Trail--334.803.6400

Home with the Lord
   Rev. Jerry D. Taylor went home to be with the Lord 
Sunday, June 17, 2018.  Rev. Tim Landers and Rev. 
Bobby Shepherd officiated the 
service held at the Allen Chapel 
FWB Church, Batesville.
   Born June 30, 1942 in Little 
Rock, Jerry was a sports and 
motorcycle enthusiast. He 
pastored for 38 years: seven at 
Weavers Chapel FWB Church, 
and the last 31 at the Macedonia 
FWB Church in Mt. Pleasant.
   Jerry is survived by his wife, 
Marilyn; and one son, Paul Ray 
Taylor and his wife, Francis of 
Southside. New State Office Mailing Address

Please make a change in your records.  The new mailing address for 
all correspondence with the State Office is:

PO Box 2110
Conway, AR 72033

We are currently still located where we’ve been for the past 45 
years, but with the sale of the building, and the new owner adding 
three new suites, it seemed best to get a PO Box for the security of 
doing business with our churches.  
We will be changing our stationary soon, but the mailing change 
is immediate.  
Thanks for your cooperation. 

Pastoral Search:
 
 Baker’s Creek FWB Church (Russellville)
     Contact: Joe Ford (479.857.0694)
 Cedar Heights FWB Church (Quitman)

     Contact: (501.335.7685)

 First FWB Church (Batesville)
     Contact: Lonnie Shrum (870.793.5558) 
 Hatfield FWB Church (Hatfield)
     Contact: Mrs. Linda Denton (870.389.6676)
 Huntsville FWB Church (Hunstville)
     Contact: Jeff Reeves (479.409.4853) 
                               Don Smith (479.325.1046)
 Lake Hills FWB Church (Hot Springs)
     Contact: Rod Woodard (501.282.7990)
 Upper Spring Creeks FWB Church (Belleville)
     Contact: Harlon Patton (479.495.2483)
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Publication Data
 The Vision is published 6 times yearly by the Arkansas State Association of Free 
Will Baptists, Inc. Executive Director, David Taylor, is the editor. Subscription rates are $6.00 
per subscription per year. The editors email is:

david@arfwb.org.
 Stories, articles, events, pictures are welcomed.  Submissions must be in by the 
5th of the month for the next month’s VISION.
 The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any articles submitted for 
publication. All printed articles represent the views of the authors and do not reflect the 
policy or position of Arkansas Free Will Baptists. 
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