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AWAC Retreat
“Class Act” was the 2017 AWAC Retreat theme.  President Lisa Bowden led the 
ladies in several exciting and fun activities.  Amber Haskins led the music during 
worship. Arkansas pastor’s wife, Shari Alexander spoke three times on the theme. 
The first session  was “Attitude.”  The second was “Conduct.” The final session was 
“Testimony.”  
Vicki Pepper, Samaritan Purse representative, shared information about Operation 
Christmas Child, encouraging the local churches to get involved in this worthy 
project.  
The Saline District ladies led “Fun Time,” presenting the hilarious skit, “A Shining 
Star.”  Again this year, the young ladies gathered in the camp kitchen on Friday 
evening for a painting party.  Saturday morning’s ice breaker, “Four Corners,” 
challenged each lady to go to the corner of the room that best answered the questions 
about their favorite things to eat, places to go, and thing they were interested in.
During missionary share time, Tammy Lancaster (Uruguay) and Lea Edgmon (Spain) 

shared about their 
respective ministries.
One of the highlights of 
the retreat was when Lisa 
Bowden shared about the 
celebration service at the 
WNAC Convention this 
past July in Louisville.  
Pictures of the car for the WNAC department, and the $19,000 
check presented to Executive Director Elizabeth Hodges to pay for 
it, were shown.  Arkansas, Missouri and Oklahoma women made 
this project a reality. 
Decorations and door prizes were provided by the Antioch District.  
The door prizes were items representative of women in the Bible.
The next AWAC event is the Adorned Retreat for young girls 13-18, 
January 5-6, 2018 at Camp Paron.

2017 Ministers’ Retreat
Fifty-one ministers and laymen registered for this year’s Ministers’ Retreat 
at DeGray Lake Resort, with about six first-time attendees.  Pastor 
Jeff Jones from Hilltop FWB Church (Fuquay Varina, NC) shared 
four sessions of encouragement.  His topics, “Because I Am Justified,” 
“What’s God Doing?” “Biblical Separation,” and “Keep On Keeping 
On” reminded all that we have a reason and resources for serving, God is 
working through us, we must be Christ-like, and staying faithful to the 
end is a must.
Ben Campbell, Levan Hubbard, and Heath Hubbard led music during 
each service.  Contrary to popular thought, preachers can sing, and 

sound good 
doing it.  This 
year’s attendees 

included 
three of our 
ACTS 1:8 

missionaries: 
Jaimie 

Lancaster (Uruguay), Anthony Edgmon (Spain), and Heath Hubbard 
(Japan).
Tuesday afternoon’s free-time saw the men fishing, playing golf, at 
the shooting range, and just lounging around.  As has become a yearly 
tradition, following the Tuesday evening service, many of the men 
found their way to Cracker Barrel for dessert and fellowship.
The 2018 retreat dates are already set (September 24-26) with Robert 
J. Morgan as the retreat speaker.  Mark you calendar now to set that 
time aside.



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	

2018 Winter Retreats 
Kids Retreat 

	
Teen Retreat 

	
February 23-24, 2018	 March 2-3, 2018	

2nd-6th Grade	 7th-12th Grade	
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m.  /  Cost is $35.00 per student	

May 28-June 23 

2018 

STARR	Leadership	Challenge	is	a	leadership	training	opportunity	for	Arkansas	Free	Will	Baptist	
High	School	students	grades	9th-12th.		It	is	designed	to	provide	both	training	and	hands	on	

activities	for	students	with	a	desire	to	become	“Servant	Leaders”.	

For	additional	information	and	Application,	go	to	www.campbeaverfork.org	and	
click	on	the	“STARR	Leadership	Challenge”	link	

	



Church News

Arkansas Pastor with the Lord
Rev. Roy Grice, Jr., age 88, of Banks, AR, died Wednesday, 
September 6, 2018 at his home.  Born January 22, 1929 
in Bradley County, AR, a son of the late Roy Lee Grice 
and Addie Lee Burks Grice, he 
was a retired Free Will Baptist 
minister.  His spouse, Martha 
Kate Grice, whom he married 
October 16, 1948, preceded 
him in death on January 1, 
2015.
Survivors include one son, 
Paul Grice (Cathy) of Banks, 
AR, one sister, Dorothy 
Anders of Warren, AR, three 
grandchildren, sixteen great-
grandchildren, and four 
great-great-grandchildren.

Mt. Vernon--80th Homecoming
On September 10 the Mt. Vernon FWB Church celebrated 
their 80th year homecoming.  After the morning worship 
hour and a lunch, the afternoon celebration retold the history 
of the church.  

The church‘s founding roots go back to 1913 when Rev. RB 
Venable and 13 members occupied an old wooden building 
across from the present facilities.  It was re-organized August 
31, 1937, Brother RB Venable was elected pastor with seven 
charter members.  
Growth necessitated several building projects over the years, 
with the last one in 1999-2000.  The first service in the 
present 80’ x 120’ facility saw 128 attend Sunday School, 191 
for worship, and 130 came back for evening services.
27 men have pastored the church, with Rev. Jamie Burris 
currently serving in that capacity.

Hispanic Retreat
September 25-27 the four churches of the Arkansas FWB 
Hispanic Ministry met at Camp Beaverfork for their fourth 
retreat.  The days’ activities were filled with fellowship, Bible 
teaching, and worship.  Saturday’s attendance reached 100.
This year’s theme was “According to God’s own heart,” from 
Acts 13:22.  Executive Director David Taylor gave a welcome 
on Saturday night, and Mission Director Don Matchett 
brought God’s word on Sunday morning.
The purpose of the retreat was to strengthen the faith and 
unity among the different churches.  By Sunday morning’s 
conclusion, the mission was accomplished.
Hispanic Ministry Director Rolando Delgado and the 
churches are already making plans for next year’s retreat.

Mark Your Calendar
The 2018 Arkansas Free Will Baptist State Meeting is 

tentatively scheduled for May 21-22, 2018.



Scholarship	  Application	  
Christian	  Education	  Board	  
Arkansas	  State	  Association	  of	  Free	  Will	  Baptists	  
	  

Name______________________________________________________________	  
Address_____________________________________________________________	  
City________________________________________________________________	  
State_____________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Zip_____________________________	  
Phone	  (________)__________________	  	  	  	  Email____________________________	  
Date	  of	  Birth_________________________________________________________	  

	  

Information	  of	  Arkansas	  Church	  where	  you	  are	  a	  member….	  
Church	  Name_________________________________________________________	  
Church	  Address________________________________________________________	  
Church	  City____________________________	  State____________	  Zip____________	  
Pastor’s	  Name_________________________________________________________	  
Date	  graduated	  from	  High	  School__________________________________________	  
Name	  of	  High	  School____________________________________________________	  
Name	  of	  School	  you	  will	  be	  attending_______________________________________	  
Semester	  attending	  	  	  	  	  _________	  Fall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _________Summer	  	  	  	  	  	  _________Spring	  
Are	  you	  pursuing	  an	  Undergraduate	  degree?	  _______________	  	  	  
If	  yes,	  what	  degree?_____________________________________________________	  
Are	  you	  pursuing	  a	  Graduate	  level	  degree?_____________	  
If	  yes,	  what	  degree______________________________________________________	  
Last	  semester	  grade	  point	  average	  (high	  school	  or	  college)______________________	  
You	  will	  be	  enrolling	  as	  a:	  (circle	  one)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Freshman	  	  	  	  	  Sophomore	  	  	  	  	  Junior	  	  	  	  Senior	  	  	  	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Graduate	  Student	  

	  

Please	  list	  two	  references….	  
	  
Name_____________________________	  
Address____________________________	  
City_________________	  St_____	  Zip_____	  
Phone	  (_____)_______________________	  

	  
Agreement	  
I	  agree	  to	  repay	  the	  funds	  that	  I	  receive	  from	  the	  Arkansas	  Free	  Will	  Baptist	  Christian	  Education	  Scholarship	  if	  I	  fail	  to	  be	  active	  in	  a	  
Free	  Will	  Baptist	  church	  for	  five	  years	  after	  completing	  my	  course	  of	  study.	  I	  am	  enrolling	  in	  a	  Free	  Will	  Baptist	  College	  (or	  approved	  
Seminary	  if	  Graduate	  level)	  and	  understand	  the	  conditions	  for	  receiving	  scholarship	  funds	  and	  agree	  to	  those	  conditions.	  
	  
________________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ______________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ________________	  
Signature	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  Printed	  Name	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date	  
	  

This	  application,	  along	  with	  a	  reference	  letter,	  testimony,	  and	  statement	  of	  need	  must	  be	  received	  in	  the	  
State	  Office	  by	  no	  later	  than	  February	  28th.	  NOTE:	  IF	  YOU	  ARE	  REAPPLYING	  YOU	  DO	  NOT	  HAVE	  TO	  SUPPLY	  
THE	  TESTIMONY	  OR	  STATEMENT	  OF	  NEED	  DOCUMENTS.	  YOU	  DO	  NEED	  THE	  REFENCE	  LETTER.	  
Mail	  applications	  to:	  
Arkansas	  Free	  Will	  Baptists,	  2105	  Harkrider,	  Conway,	  AR	  72032	  
	  

“Educating	  and	  edifying	  Arkansas	  Free	  Will	  Baptists	  for	  the	  furtherance	  of	  the	  Gospel”	  

State	  Office	  Use	  Only	  
Date	  Received:_________	  
Signature:_____________	  

Name_____________________________	  
Address____________________________	  
City_________________	  St_____	  Zip_____	  
Phone	  (_____)_______________________	  

	  

This application is for the 2018-2019 academic year.

Note: go to www.arfwb.org, Chrisitan Education page for application guidelines.



Coming Events in Arkansas:
  
  Nov 19 North American Ministries Offering
  Jan 5-6 Adorned Retreat (girls 13-18), Camp  
  Paron
  Feb 2-3 Ministers’ Wives Retreat, Camp  
  Paron

Arkansas Churches without Pastors
The following churches have asked the State Office to 
announce their pulpit vacancies.

Baker’s Creek FWB Church
1581 Baker’s Creek Rd   Contact: Joe Ford
Russellville, AR 72802  (479.857.0694)

Cedar Heights FWB Church

119 Locust Street
Quitman, AR 72131  (501.335.7685)

Center Point FWB Church
PO Box 519    Contact: Jeanna Branson
Vilonia, AR 72173  jbranson@wacotitle.com
 
Fairview FWB Church (bi-vocational)
598 Bradley 18 RD East (mail) Contact: Gary Ashcraft
Warren, AR 71671  (870.820.2128)
   (wanda_ashcraft@hughes.net)

Arkansas Free Will Baptists 
will be hosting the 2018 
National Association.

2018 Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee Chairman for the 2018 State 
Meeting is Tim Harris.  If you have a nomination for the 
boards, officers or Randall University trustee positions, his 
contact information is:

 Tim Harris
 First Free Will Baptist Church
 PO Box 253
 Conway, AR 72033
 email: jamestharris81@yahoo.com

Note: a complete nomination schedule will be in the January-
February 2018 VISION.

Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat

When: February 2-3, 2018
Where: Camp Paron

Cost: $75 (based on two per room)
Speaker: Carolyn Dwyer (TN)

Theme: “Mirror, Mirror”

Mark your calendar, ladies, and plan on attending.

Promotional Director’s Note: churches, why not treat your 
pastor’s wife special and pay her retreat fee?

Wanted
Having a homecoming celebration?  Baptisms?  Special 

youth activities or events?  Did you do something special 
for your pastor last month?  Have a new pastor? Pay off the 

mortgage and burn the church note?
Send in a brief article with the facts and a few pictures.  As 
room allows you just might find your event in our “Church 

News” section.

Huntsville FWB Church
702 College Street 
Huntsville, AR 72740  Contact: Jeff Reeves   
    (479.409.4853) 
    Don Smith (479.325.1046)

Oliver Springs FWB Church
3144 Hwy 348  
Rudy, AR 72952  (479.474.1640)

Trinity FWB Church
803 Ashley 95 Road         Contact: Mrs. Donnie Moran
Hamburg, AR 71646  (870.853.9109)

Upper Spring Creek FWB Church
4941 Old Booneville Road Contact: Harlan Patton
Belleville, AR 72824  (479.495.2483)

White Hall FWB Church
103 Timber Lane
White Hall, AR 71603



Mail the registration form and fee to:  Melissa Haralson, 231 Hartwick Lane, Atkins, AR 72823
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 The Vision is published 9 times yearly by the Arkansas State Association of Free 
Will Baptists, Inc. Executive Director, David Taylor, is the editor. Subscription rates are $6.00 
per subscription per year. The editors email is:

david@arfwb.org.
 Stories, articles, events, pictures are welcomed.  Submissions must be in by the 
5th of the month for the next month’s VISION.
 The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any articles submitted for 
publication. All printed articles represent the views of the authors and do not reflect the 
policy or position of Arkansas Free Will Baptists. 

National Hosting Fee
Thank you to all the churches who have stepped up to the 
plate, helping with our obligation to host the 2018 National 
Association next July in Little Rock.  Through the end of 
August we have received $17,990.25.  
Our goal is $40,000.  

As you can see we still have 
$22,009.75 to raise.
We have asked each church 
to consider sending a $200 
gift for our hosting fee.  Some 
churches have sent more.  
Many of our smaller churches 
have sent the full amount.  
Maybe your association would 
consider sending a gift.  
From a planning perspective, 
July 2018 is closer than we 
think.  
Thank you in advance for 
what I know you will do.

$40,000.00

$17,990.25

Publication Note: 

Due to a continued unacceptable income vs. expense 
inequity, the VISON will begin publishing on a 

bi-monthly schedule, starting with the January-February 
2018 issue.

Our desire is to produce an informative paper for our 
consituants, but to do so as good stewards of the monies 

we receive.  Therefore we, reluctantly announce this 
change.

Fundraising Goals


