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The Gift with a Purpose          by David Taylor
At the heart of Christmas is the idea of a gift.  Jesus said it this way, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Paul wrote about the purpose 
of that gift when he said to the Galatians, “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”

The Western world has capitalized on this gift giving idea. Giving gifts at Christmas has grown from humble 
beginnings of homemade toys and things, into a multi-billion-dollar merchandising industry.  Christmas has become 
the most commercialized holiday on the Western calendar, to the point that a “Merry Christmas” is far too often 
measured by the quantity of presents under the tree with my name on them, than the gift itself. 

As each year passes, we bemoan this commercialization; but in the end we concede we’re fighting a losing battle 
against the barons of industry.  Our “want to” is good, but our “will-power” seems to fade, and we succumb to the 
bombardment of advertisements that lead to extraordinary long wish lists.  I wonder, though, instead of trying to 
change culture, why don’t we revisit the idea of gift giving?

Every gift has a giver.  The great gift that is Christmas--Jesus Christ--was God’s gift to humanity.  He loved us.  He 
loved us in spite of our rebellion and rejection of Him.  Judgment said, “death.”  Love said, “provide a substitute and 
sacrifice.”  God’s great gift had a purpose.  The angel told Joseph, “for He shall save His people  from their sins.”  And 
what a practical gift!  Jesus Christ--God incarnate.  He lived among us.  He overcame all sin and temptation.  In our 
place, He went to the cross, died, and was  buried.  But the gift did not end there; He rose from the grave!

I do not want to engage in the battle over whether Christmas gift giving is good or bad.  What I would rather discuss 
is what the purpose is behind the gifts we give?  God’s great gift had a purpose.  And that purpose was expressed in 
a practical, tangible way.

I recall my dad telling me on several occasions how as a boy growing up in the 1930s in rural Oklahoma, that 
Christmas trees and presents were a rare occurrence in his home.  A special dinner was their “gift.”  I am old enough to 
remember that, throughout most of my childhood, Christmas presents were extremely practical--many times articles 
of clothing.  The occasional baseball, football, or basketball was usually a “group” gift for all the siblings.  And yet, I 
am young enough to know what its like to battle the cultural pressure of, “did we buy them everything on their list?”

Every gift has a giver.  What will the gifts you give this Christmas say about you?  Will your gifts have a purpose to 
them?  Will they have an element of the practical?  When the wrapping is discarded, and the day passes, what will 
your gift continue to say about your love for the one to whom you gave the gift?  

At the heart of Christmas is the idea of a gift.  God’s great gift was His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  No other gift 
offers eternal life. I am so grateful that my parents always made time on Christmas morning to read the Christmas 
story from Luke’s Gospel, about God’s great gift.  Consider using Christmas gift-giving, even the over-commercialized 
model of today, as a opportunity to point loved ones to Jesus Christ, and remind them that Jesus is the gift that’s 
good today and for eternity.

Merry Christmas!

“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call 
His name Jesus, for He will save His people from 
their sins.”

Matthew 1:21



The Jerusalem Experience at Mt. Bethel
After two years of prayer, planning and preparing, the folks at Mt. Bethel FWB Church opened the first Jerusalem 
Experience.  Pastor Jamey Cowgill explained it this way, 

“Mt. Bethel has decided to take a leap of faith and discontinue a very successful carnival type Fall Festival.  We felt as 
if it was too entertainment based and not enough Bible and gospel driven.  We were apprehensive how it would all 
turn out. After two years of preparation and prayer, on November 11-12 we rolled out Jerusalem Experience.

Our vision was to immerse the attendees in the Word of God brought to life, while still having lots of fun.    

The new project went great!!  God granted His favor to us as we set our hearts to try something new for Him.  He 
gave us perfect weather, glad hearts, attendance to the event, and His overall blessing.  We couldn’t ask for it to have 
gone any better.  

I believe this will open a new phase of ministry for us at Mt. Bethel.  The people are so encouraged and excited.  They 
have already begun to discuss how it can be bigger and better next year.  Through this project, we have also found a 
fresh way to bridge the generation gap.  Our teens and young adults are excited about the Baby Boomer’s teaching 
them some of the older ways.  For example, we plan on having sewing classes, soap and lotion making, and training 
over the next year in preparation for Jerusalem Experience 2018.”



Social Band Association Churches--Operation Christmas Child 
Few things say “Christmas” like a gift.  Samaritan’s Purse directs a world-wide evangelism outreach project each year 
called “Operation Christmas Child.”  The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a 
tangible way to children in need around the world.  Shoeboxes are filled with toys, clothes, toiletries, school supplies, 
etc., for children, ages 2-14. When delivered, the Gospel message of Jesus Christ is shared with those children.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 146 million gift-filled boxes to 
children in more than 160 countries and territories.

Churches in the Social Band Association have actively participated in this Christmas project for several years.  This 
year, First FWB Church (Jonesboro) collected 43 boxes.  Arbor Grove FWB Church (Hoxie) collected 51 shoeboxes. 
The Sutton FWB Church (Pocahontas) gave 415 boxes; while First FWB Church (Pocahontas) donated 196.

First FWB Church in Pocahontas also served as the drop-off location for Randolph County, and collected 1,254 
shoeboxes.  In all, the seven counties of Northeast Arkansas donated 9,866 shoeboxes. 

It is a goal of Operation Christmas Child to reach 
all the children of the world with one shoebox per 
child per lifetime. 

Pictured to the left is Rebekah Overman, and 
daughter Anna, helping with the shoebox drop-off 
at First FWB Pochantas.  



Social Band Association cont’d



Clarksville Caroling 
The Christmas spirit is in full swing at First FWB Church in Clarksville.  Wednesday, December 13th, Pastor 
Robert Williams will lead the church as they set out for their annual Christmas caroling outing.  The church carolers 
will brave the chilly temperatures to sing some of Christmas’ best loved songs.  But there’s more.

In addition to the music, the carolers will also deliver fruit baskets to the elderly members of the church.

Friendship FWB Church--Operation Christmas Child 
It’s been said that you can’t do much with just one.  Well 
someone forgot to tell that to the Friendship FWB Church.  
For almost two decades this rural church in the central part 
of our state has been collecting shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child.  It all began with one girl, Jessica Morrison, 
who packed a shoebox for a child in a foreign country.  A 
couple of years later, along with a friend, 13 boxes were 
packed in their Sunday School class.  It wasn’t long before the 
whole church was involved in collecting items for shoeboxes 
year round.  In October and November, packing parties were 
held in preparation for National Collection Week, the third 
week of November.

Each year the folks at Friendship Church simply trust God 
as they buy the items He puts before their eyes and places on 
their hearts.  Each year God provides what is needed for each 
box ... even the shipping costs.

This year the church chose a goal and decided to place a visual reminder, a “giving tree” made of read and green 
envelopes on a wall in the auditorium.  Each envelope was numbered with an amount that, when added together, 
was their total needed to ship the shoeboxes.  All year long, envelope by envelope, the funds came in.  In October 

the “giving tree” was reformatted to bring to mind 
the reason why the church supported this project 
... it was made into the shape of a cross, bordered 
by pictures of children who received shoeboxes in 
previous years.

When children are invited to an evangelistic event, 
they are not coming simply to receive a gift.  In 
fact, many will not even realize they will receive 
a shoebox until after the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ is shared with them, and they have been 
given an opportunity to follow Christ themselves.  
Then they are given a tangible reminder that 
someone loved them enough to want them to know 
about Jesus, the greatest Gift of all.

Pastor Michael Morrison and the Friendship 
Church are grateful that, through this project, God 
uses them to reach around the world to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.



Cross Roads FWB Church--Operation Christmas Child 
The Cross Roads Church served this year as a Jacksonville drop-off 
location for Operation Christmas Child.  Lisa Haddock led this total 
church effort, and the thirty (30) volunteers, as they served as a drop-
off location for the first time.  

Twenty different organizations made shoebox donations.  1,125 
shoeboxes were loaded into fifty-two (52) cartons.  Of that total, 276 
were given by the Cross Roads Church (which more than quadrupels 
their total in 2013)..

Pastor Ron Scott congratulated his 
congregation for all their hard work, 
and thanked them for their prayers 
for the shoeboxes. Their prayer is for 
“God’s guidance and the Spirit to use 
these boxes to touch hearts and lives of 
children and families around the worl 
with His Love!”



First FWB Church (Conway)--Operation Christmas Child 
The Conway FWB Church was excited to have a part Operation Christmas Child; in ministering to children by 
filling shoeboxes with gifts to demonstate God’s love in a tangible way.  Through this Samaritan’s Purse project, 135 
million children have receivedgift filled shoeboxes in more than 150 countries and territories since 1993.  Along with 
a shoebox, each child receives a discipleship course called, “The Greatest Journey.”  Many villages and locations that 
missionaries could not get into, the shoeboxes have been allowed and distributed to the children.

Barbara Johnson heads up this effort at the Conway 
church.  Each month she announces a different item 
needed for the shoeboxes.  Collectively the church 
members, adults and youth, have participated.  A 
yard sale and local pizza restaurant fundraiser helps 
fund the shipping costs.  On Wednesday night 
before Collection Week, both young and old in the 
church gather to begin packing the boxes.  This year, 
in one hour, 115 boxes were packed.

Pastor Tim Harris says their prayer is that God 
would bless each child that receives a box and will 
come to know Jesus Christ as their Savior.
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